
 

The White Hart & Cross Brewery Walk 
Wavering Down & Crook Peak, 5.7 miles 
OVERVIEW 

This western edge of the Mendip Hills is one of 
Somerset’s most walked landscapes, with 
Crook Peak the unmistakable limestone crest 
seen by everyone driving the M5. "Only a hill, 
but all of life to me" is written on a memorial 
on the way up! 
 
The climb rising quickly from Cross, to Cross 
Plain, then over Wavering Down is relatively 
short but spirited. It feels far higher than its 
modest height suggests.  
  
Onward to Crook Peak. From the summit the views are vast: Cheddar Gorge and Cheddar 
Reservoir to the east; the Somerset Levels and Glastonbury Tor to the south; the coastlines of 
Somerset and Devon stretching beyond Hinkley Point to Dunkery Beacon; and, across the 
Severn, the Brecon Beacons with Sugar Loaf and Skirrid Fawr perfectly framed. 
 
It’s classic Mendip walking — open grassland, rocky outcrops, big skies — and a reminder of 
how dramatic these hills can be. 

 

Start/Finish The White Hart Inn, Old Coach Road, Cross, BS26 2EE. 07943 005986 

Parking Across the road from the pub, or along Old Coach Road. 

Grid Reference ST 417 548 

What3Words ///smarter.gymnasium.beats 

Distance 5.7 miles / 9.1km Time 3 hours Ascent 1163 ft / 360 m 

Paths/Terrain Wide, woodland and grassland paths are bookmarked by steep, 
narrow footpaths that would be muddy & slippery after rain. Short 
walk along the lane to start and pavement to finish. Some kissing 
gates, no stiles. Stock in some fields around Bourton Farm. 

Difficulty Easy to Moderate. Some steep sections that require care. Once onto 
Wavering Down the walking is easy. 

Public Transport Bus services along A38 stopping at Cross. 

Toilets At The White Hart 

Other Pubs Nearby The New Inn, also at Cross; The Lamb in Axbridge. 



 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

 

1. From the White Hart make your way along the lane back in the direction of the 
A38. After 100 metres, just before a junction, look for  a public footpath signpost, 
heading uphill through a narrow gap in the hedge. It's a steep start to the walk, 
and a narrow path through vegetation that was already showing signs in May that 
it could become overgrown. 

2. Through a gate, continue uphill to follow the path ahead, slightly right. It breaks 
out into woodland and eventually follows the boundary with fields, with views 
across to the hills on the other side of the valley - Shute Shelve. 

3. Our goal along this path is to reach West Mendip Way - the main route that will 
take us up to Wavering Down and onward to Crook Peak. Beyond a gate, a route 
marker pointed to the right, which felt downhill to me - a shame after the height 
already gained - so I followed an established path a little to the left of the marker 
instead. 

4. This eventually led me to a gate, and soon onto the West Mendip Way. Turn left to 
follow it! 

5. The outward instructions from here are straightforward: continue uphill in a 
relatively straight line, following tracks through trees. You'll emerge onto an open 
area called Cross Plain, and see the open grassland heading uphill towards a trig 
point at Wavering Down. 

6. First, you'll pass a Farm Building - Hill Farm - and multiple signposts. We'll return 
to this point later to take one of those paths downhill through the ferns and trees. 
For now, continue on the established route uphill, with the wall on your right. 



 

7. You soon reach Wavering Down, and then see the crest of Crook Peak ahead. It 
might look further away than it actually is! 

8. Walking is easy from here with some reasonable ups and downs, and an easy 
clamber on the rocky outcrop of the peak itself, although easier if you circle it 
first. 

9. Enjoy the view before the return journey, back via Wavering Down to the 
signposts at Hill Farm. 

10. Along the way, you'll pass a stone memorial, and you may see National Trust 
signs asking us to consider that Adders may be basking in the sun, so please 
don't disturb them. OK! 

11. Back at Hill Farm, note that one of the markers point towards Bourton Farm. The 
marker points in exactly the right direction, although the path to get there is a 
little curvy for the first 100 metres. As you head off roughly in the direction of the 
marker, look for a wooden post downhill in a line from the finger marker at Hill 
Farm. Just beyond it is a narrowing route downhill into woodland. 

12. This path becomes quite steep which I imagined would be slippery when wet. It 
eventually emerges into a small meadow near to Bourton Farm, and leads down 
past a small barn, to a gate in front of the farm, through its gravel parking area. 

13. Follow the lane as it turns downhill and soon look for footpath signs. Take the 
path up to a gate into fields.  

14. There may be livestock in the 2-3 fields to come. Continue straight until you 
eventually emerge into a disused quarry area. Continue to the second section of 
quarry, and look on your right-hand side for a gate to leave the quarry area, down 
some steps. 

15. This is the final section back towards the village. You'll eventually emerge onto 
Old Coach Road, where you can cross onto the pavement, turning left to walk 
through the village on your return to The White Hart. 

 

 


