
 

The Pelican, Chew Magna Pub Walk 
From Bishop’s Chew to Chew Valley Lake, 5 miles 

OVERVIEW 

The Pelican has stood at this spot since 
1615 — the same year the village itself was 
shedding an old name. For nearly 500 years 
this had been Chew Episcopi, Bishop's 
Chew, seat of the Bishops of Bath and 
Wells, whose palace still stands (as Chew 
Court) directly opposite the pub, beside 
the ancient Church of St Andrew. Around 
1600, as episcopal rule loosened its grip, 
the settlement became Chew Magna — 
and this walk traces that shift, from the 
medieval core facing the pub's front door 
to the newer streets that grew up around it.  
Chew Magna translates as the 'Great Settlement on the River Chew', and the river has shaped 
the village ever since — powering mills, supporting the wool trade that once made this a 
substantial market town, and feeding Chew Valley Lake, which lies just to the south and 
forms the turning point of this walk. You'll also cross the medieval Crickback Bridge on the 
way back into the village, one of more than 50 listed buildings and structures packed into 
Chew Magna's conservation area. 
Knowle Hill is one of the ‘peaks’ of the Avon Three Peaks Circular Walk, a lot gentler than its 
Yorkshire cousin. And the Two Rivers Way route from Congresbury in the River Yeo valley to 
Keynsham on the River Avon connects with Chew Lake and also passes through Chew Magna. 

 

Start/Finish The Pelican, 10 South Parade, Chew Magna, BS40 8SL 

Parking At the rear of the pub. Or street parking along Tunbridge Road to the 
side of the pub. Generally, limited parking in the village. 

Grid Reference ST 576 631 

What3Words ///manager.waged.ratty 

Distance 5 miles / 8 km Time 2.5 hrs Ascent 390 ft / 120 m 

Paths/Terrain Footpaths, farm tracks and fields. Some walking on quiet lanes, and 
tarmac paths around Chew Lake. Plenty of footpath kissing gates. 

Difficulty Easy. Short up and down hill section to a viewpoint on Knowle Hill. 

Public Transport Bus service runs to the village from Bristol centre. 

Toilets Public toilets just beyond half way point at Chew Lake picnic areas 



 

Other Pubs Nearby The walk passes Queens in  Chew Magna (opens 4pm); Druids Arms at 
Stanton Drew; Carpenters Arms at Stanton Wick. 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

1. Cross the road from The Pelican towards the Church of Saint Andrew.  At the 
entrance, The Old School Room on the right, along with the Church and the 
adjoining Chew Court, was at the centre of the medieval village of Chew Magna 
and dates back to the early 1500’s. Pass through into the Churchyard, and 
continue, to pass the front door and then head to a large yew tree to exit the 
Churchyard via the rear gate. 

2. The building behind the wall to your right is the old Chew Court, once the 
occasional home to the Bishop of Bath and Wells, and then a court house. To the 
left is Chew Magna’s Village Hall. Turn  right to the side of the Village Hall  
towards Queens. 

3. Follow the lane as it becomes a path curving left in front of the Queens pub to 
cross over a stream. At the road, turn right on North Chew Terrace and follow the 
pavement up to the junction. 

4. Here, go straight across a village road onto a path called Hanny’s Path that runs 
to the side of the house called Hanny’s Batch in front of you. Follow this 
woodland path as it curves 90° to the right and starts to run downhill. 



 

5. Reach the B3130. Take care, this is a busy road in and out of the village. Turn left 
in front of the house called Copper Beech - you’re aiming for a junction to the left 
on the other side of the road about 25 metres along, called Sandy Lane. 

6. Continue along Sandy Lane. Cross a small, stone bridge and follow the track 
around to the right, eventually passing a stone cottage. Stay on the lane as it 
curves around to the left, then continue on the lane. You’ll see a metal farm gate 
in front of you. 

7. Immediately before it, look for a kissing gate on your right into the field (which 
may have livestock in it). You’ll see a newly constructed footbridge over a stream 
ahead of you – this area will be waterlogged in the wetter months no doubt. 
Reach a kissing gate in the hedge on the other side of the field. 

8. In the next field, the public right of way on OS Maps runs diagonally uphill across 
the field. There was no sign of an obvious route when I did it, so use the right-
hand hedge boundary to proceed gently uphill. Two thirds of the way up the field 
a kissing gate in the hedge brings another path into this field. And now an obvious 
route across the field to the left cuts the corner to metal farm gates in the 
opposite corner. 

9. There’s a kissing gate onto a lane here. On the lane, turn left and proceed past 
the metal double gates of Acorn Barn. Around 15 metres beyond the gates, look 
for a well-hidden path to the right through the hedge. It climbs up to another 
metal kissing gate….where the footpath sign is located! 

10. The path here runs alongside a new stretch of fencing to the left. I believe the 
fenced off area is used for exercising dogs. Continue gently uphill to a kissing 
gate into a field. From here, a distinct path across the field takes you to metal 
farm gates on the other side, in the direction of large farm barns. Above them in 
the distance is Knowle Hill, where we’re heading. 

11. Exit the field to the right of the first barn to join a road. It’s not a busy road, but 
take care. Turn left and make your way to a lane called Knowle Hill on your right. 
Follow this tarmac road past a few cottages. It starts to curve around and climb 
uphill. 

12. You soon reach a right-hand turn, with a ‘No Through Road’ which includes the 
message that this is a Private Drive, and there’s No access to the Lake. The sign 
also includes a small sticker to mark Three Peaks path route. Pass some 
cottages and then some stone markers on the grass verge on the left. Just as the 
lane starts to bear left downhill, leave the lane to your immediate left onto a 
grass path through the ferns. It’s not signposted. 

13. Aim for a small cluster of small trees, where the uphill route to Knowle Hill 
begins. The short route is up and back on the same path through the ferns – it’s 
worth it for the 360-degree views. 

14. On your way back down, when you arrive back at this cluster of trees, turn left 
now and within a few metres then turn right. You’re now aiming for a tall tree in 



 

the hedge line ahead that seems to be leaning distinctly to the left. As you 
approach the hedge, you’ll reach a ‘cross roads’ of footpaths. Turn left, again on a 
grassy track through the ferns, which soon starts downhill out of the fern area 
and into woodland. 

15. Reach a tarmac lane – you’re now further along the lane called Knowle Hill that 
we left earlier – and turn right. As you stand admiring the impressive Knowle 
House, proceed by taking the driveway down to Old Granary & Denny Barn 
immediately to the left. The footpath is in the lower left-hand corner between the 
barns, across their frontage!  

16. Continue along a fence on the other side of the barns and follow this distinct 
route into a field, and on to a footpath gate to a main road. This is the Chew Stoke 
to Bishop Sutton road that runs along Chew Lake. We’re going to walk through 
the Lake’s picnic areas to exit higher up this road in the Chew Stoke direction. 

17. At the road, turn right to follow the grass verge until the Chew Lake picnic area on 
the other side. Cross here, and head to the right, following the drive past the 
toilets. In the parking area, bear right and follow the footpath sign for Woodford 
Lodge. 

18. The tarmac footpath from here connects with the next picnic area. There are 
toilets here too, but also refreshments from ‘Salt & Malt’ – a lovely restaurant, 
and take away coffees, ice cream, pizzas and fish & chips. Follow the road to the 
exit and cross over carefully. Turn left on the grass verge towards Denny Lane. 

19. Look for the footpath sign into woodland where Denny Lane meets the main 
road. Cross Denny Lane to take the path up through the woods, which opens out 
to grassland – a permissive path of Bristol Water. Join the tarmac driveway and 
turn left downhill. 

20. Just before a bridge with metal railings, follow a Public Footpath sign to the right 
into woodland, and continue straight ahead to cross a small footbridge to start 
the Two Rivers Way route back to Chew Magna. The distinct route is a succession 
of fields, gates and footbridges all the way back. Keep an eye out on your left for 
Chota Castle on the hillside, a magnificent family house which was built as a 
folly castle around 1850. 

21. You’ll know you’ve reached the final gate of this section when you meet a ‘mighty 
redwood’, a giant Sequoia tree! Bear right, then after a few metres, turn left over a 
bridge to then cross the ancient Crickback Bridge, which is Grade II Listed. On 
the other side, go right to follow the track for the last uphill back into the village. 

22. There are more than 40 listed buildings and monuments in Chew Magna, with a 
number of them visible on the route back towards The Pelican. Look for The 
Beeches on your left, and on the right Holly House and Acacia House. 

  



 

 

 

NOTES - From Bishop’s Chew to Chew Magna - an ancient village that refused to 
stand still 

It is easy to look at Chew Magna today and see a particularly attractive Somerset village: 
old stone buildings lining the main village street, good pubs and restaurants, the River 
Chew nearby and the Mendip countryside beyond. 

But Chew Magna was once much more important than its size suggests. 

The story begins with the River Chew and the fertile land around it. There is evidence of 
settlement going back thousands of years, while the village itself can trace its 
importance to Saxon times. By the Middle Ages it had become a thriving woollen centre, 
with the river providing power for mills and the surrounding farmland supporting the 
community. 

In 1062 the manor of Chew was granted to the Bishop of Wells. For almost 500 years, 
until 1548, it remained in the hands of the Bishops of Bath and Wells. The settlement 
became known as Chew Episcopi — Bishop's Chew — and the Bishops built their 
palace beside the church of St Andrew. 

Part of that palace survives today as Chew Court, largely hidden behind the high stone 
walls running the length of the Church yard. 

The church itself grew into an imposing building, with medieval origins and later 
additions reflecting the importance of the community. The Old School Room, 
completed around 1510, provides another remarkable survival from this period. It was 
probably built as a parish meeting room or church alehouse, and its great timber roof 
remains largely intact, one of the most impressive in the UK. 

This was not a sleepy medieval village. 

Chew Magna had market and borough status, and by the 16th century the wool trade 
had made it a substantial local centre. When John Leland passed through around 1540, 
he described Chew as a "pretty clothing town" with a fine church and the Bishop's 
manor beside it. 

Then the Bishops left. 

The manor passed out of episcopal hands in the mid-16th century, and around 1600 the 
settlement became known as Chew Magna — literally translated as the greater or more 
important of the several communities along the River Chew. 

The timing is fascinating. 

The medieval church and Bishop's manor remained at the heart of the village, but Chew 
Magna was beginning to grow beyond that old centre. 



 

Tun Bridge, probably dating from the late 15th century, already carried the route across 
the River Chew. In 1615, an inn was recorded at The Pelican. The conservation history of 
the village then identifies further settlement along Tunbridge Road during that 17th 
century. 

The village was expanding. 

The old Bishop's Chew was becoming Chew Magna. 

And the river remained central to its story. 

A village beside the water 

The River Chew may now appear as a gentle thread through an attractive village, but it 
shaped everyday life for centuries. 

It powered mills, defined the valley and periodically demonstrated that it could be 
considerably less gentle. 

Tun Bridge is an extraordinary survivor from this history. Probably built in the late 15th 
century, it spans about 20 metres with three pointed arches and substantial cutwaters. 
Today it is both Grade II listed and a Scheduled Monument. 

The raised pavement leading back towards the village is another reminder of the 
relationship between Chew Magna and its river. The present raised pavement dates 
from the early 19th century and runs for around 200 metres, with sandstone walls 
approximately a metre high. 

It is easy to walk along it without giving it a second thought. 

But once you know why it is there, the landscape begins to look different. 

A village that keeps evolving 

The wool trade eventually declined, the mills changed or disappeared, and Chew 
Magna's role shifted. But the village remained the commercial and social centre of the 
Chew Valley, and its historic buildings have survived remarkably well. 

There are 50 listed buildings and structures within the village's conservation area — 
ranging from the Grade I St Andrew's Church and the Grade II* Old School Room, Chew 
Court and Manor House, to more modest buildings such as The Sycamores, The 
Rookery and The Beeches. See how many you can find as you explore beyond our 
walking route. Look out too for Harford House, Dumper's Farmhouse and the medieval 
Tun Bridge.  

Chew Magna was designated a conservation area in 1978, with the area subsequently 
extended and reviewed. The purpose isn't to freeze the village in time, but to preserve or 
enhance the character that makes it special.  

And it is clearly a village that continues to evolve. 

/blog/3177538_listed-buildings-a-plain-english-guide-for-normal-humans


 

In 2025, the wider Chew Valley was named the Sunday Times' Best Place to Live in the 
South West, with judges praising its combination of landscape, community and 
forward-thinking rural businesses. Chew Magna was singled out as the valley's village 
with the greatest range of amenities.  

Perhaps that is the most fitting conclusion to the story. 

Chew Magna has moved from Bishop's Chew, through wool, mills, markets and farming, 
to become a thriving modern community. The buildings have survived because the 
village has continued to find new uses for them; the conservation designation helps 
ensure that the character of the place isn't lost as it changes. 

So, when you walk back towards The Pelican, take your time. Look up, look down the 
side streets and notice the buildings around you. They aren't simply an attractive 
backdrop to the walk — together, they are the record of Chew Magna's long evolution. 

And hopefully, with the village's history now properly valued and protected, we'll still be 
able to walk through it and enjoy that story for generations to come. 


