
 

The Rattlebone Inn Pub Walk 
Classic English villages & landscapes on the fringe of 
the Cotswolds, 6.3 miles 
OVERVIEW 

This circular route begins in Sherston — already one 
of the most attractive villages in the southern 
Cotswolds — before drifting out into deeply rural 
countryside towards the improbably picturesque 
village of Easton Grey. 
Sections of the walk follow the Palladian Way, a long-
distance route linking landscapes and settlements 
associated with England’s architectural and estate-
building heritage. The route also intersects with the 
ancient Fosse Way. 
 

 

Easton Grey itself carries intriguing historical associations, including connections to former 
Prime Ministers H. H. Asquith and Arthur Balfour, adding another layer of political and social 
history to an already multi-faceted walk. 
This is Walk 4 from Sherston Footpath Group's Walking Guide. 
 

Start/Finish The Rattlebone Inn, Church Street, Sherston, near Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire, SN16 0LR 

Parking Parking on the main street of the village, or one of the side streets. 

Grid Reference ST 854 860 

What3Words ///cliff.imposes.laminate 

Distance 6.3 miles / 10 km Time 3 hours Ascent 390 ft / 120 m 

Paths/Terrain Quiet country lanes, paths across fields, stone tracks. Some stiles 
and gates. Fields shared with cattle in some places. Navigation easy. 

Difficulty Easy 

Public Transport A few bus services call on Sherston, notably the 41 Malmesbury to 
Chipping Sodbury service. A service from Bristol also visits. Chipping 
Sodbury is served from Bristol. 

Toilets At The Rattlebone 

Other Pubs Nearby The Vine Tree at Norton; The Old Royal Ship at Luckington; The Neeld 
Arms at Grittleton are all nearby. 

 

/longer-walk-ideas/palladian-way
https://sherston.org.uk/community/walks/


 

DIRECTIONS 

 

1. In Sherston, head towards Malmesbury and turn right by the Rattlebone Inn into Noble 
Street, signposted for Acton Turville. The signpost sits on an area known as the Triangle, 
with an ancient Acer tree in the middle. This is known as the Jubilee Tree, as it was 
planted in 1897 to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 

2. A short way down the hill look for a footpath sign to the left up the steps. Follow this 
straight ahead through the houses to a metal kissing gate and along a field edge with the 
back gardens of some lovely houses on your left. 

3. Continue through the next kissing gate, veer diagonally right across the field, over a stile, 
then on the same line to another kissing gate in the field corner. There will likely be some 
horses in these fields. 

4. Descend the steps to the road and head right, following the road with care downhill to 
Forlorn Bridge over the River Avon. 

5. Make your way over Forlorn Bridge and immediately left up the hill. When the woodland 
on the left stops, turn left onto the signed track, going past Keeper’s Cottage. The area to 
your left is part of Pinkney Park estate land. 

6. Continue on this track, passing through a large iron gate, which once retained Pinkney 
Park’s herd of deer, and follow the wall round to the left. Go through a metal field gate 
and immediately take the signed, diverted footpath on the right, following the field edge. 

7. Stay in the field and follow the path around the two field sides then across two adjacent 
stiles into a field on your right. The path sounds complex but it clearly signposted. 

https://pinkneypark.co.uk/gallery/


 

8. Continue with the hedge on your left across two more stiles. The path then veers right 
and through a gate before going diagonally across the field towards two large oak trees 
and a water trough. There were some curious cows in this field that kept well away. 

9. Bear right following the tree line, cross two stiles (the first with a bridge) and continue 
alongside pheasant rearing pens then along the right-hand side of a post-and-rail fence. 

10. Views of Easton Grey House and parkland lie to your left. A downward slope now takes 
you to a gate and out onto the road. Turn left over the bridge into the picturesque little 
village of Easton Grey. The bridge is probably 16th century while Grade II Listed Bridge 
House and collection of smaller buildings are 17th century , including the original 
laundry on the river which at one time serviced Easton Grey House, up the lane to the 
right next to Bridge House. 

11. A short diversion left, up the hill for 500 yards, will bring you to the church, which is well 
worth a visit. We took this route, passing the old village Post Office on the right, then 
turned right behind it onto a level lane towards Easton Grey House. Then we picked up 
the route again, where the lane from Bridge House coming up from the bridge below. 

12. In front of East Grey House turn left, following the footpath between buildings, across a 
rough car park and through a metal gate. Continue across the field to a stile and then 
through an arable field with fine, open views. 

13. Go through a wide gap in the hedge at the end of that field and immediately turn right. 
Follow this rough path with the hedge on your right for 100 yards. Spy a gap in the hedge 
in the corner of the field and veer right down a steep path. At the bottom a bridge 
crosses the widened river with the ruins of Easton Grey Mill on the left. 

14. Proceed straight ahead through a metal gate, then a kissing gate and on along the track, 
through another metal gate and finally cross a stile. This brings you back to the river 
beside the Fosse Way and is the site of a former Roman settlement. There were once 
important military and trading posts at this river crossing as it was approximately 
halfway between the cities of Aquae Sulis (Bath) and Corinium (Cirencester). 

15. Bear right up the hill along the Fosse Way, passing through a metal gate while being wary 
of possible off-road vehicles. After a ‘Roman road straight ahead’ 3/4 of a mile, go 
through another metal gate, cross a minor road and continue for 400 yards to join 
another road (muddy in wet weather). Continue ahead along this road until you rejoin 
the wide, stony track of the Fosse Way where the metalled road sweeps left. 

16. As you join the Fosse Way track again, immediately turn right through the gate on a 
signed path, towards the left-hand corner of the field. Cross a stile and turn left 
alongside the hedge to the corner. Go over a stile, across a track and almost 
immediately go over a second stile. 

17. Keep the hedge on your left for 700 yards until you reach the gate onto the road. Now 
turn left to follow the road for about ½ mile, taking the 3rd right hand turn off this lane 
onto Bustlers Hill. The lane proceeds downhill, then winds around towards a bridge, 
back in Sherston. 

18. Head right over the bridge onto Tanners Hill, which rejoins the route from the start on 
Noble Street and returns to The Rattlebone. 



 

 

NOTES 

Congratulations to Sherston Parish Council for curating and promoting a series of walks around 
the village. They're excellent. I selected this particular walk to take in Easton Grey, largely due to 
its links with Asquith and Balfour. 

The path follows a route that I hadn't heard of previously, the Palladian Way, a route that started 
as an idea from a keen walker who took retirement and turned it into a determined hobby. More 
details on the Palladian Way available here. 

Walking around Sherston, and considering the Palladian Way's celebration of architecture, 
highlighted the importance of our heritage. I didn't fully understand how the properties and 
vistas of this great country of ours are maintained. So I wrote a blog about it. 

https://sherston.org.uk/community/walks/
https://sherston.org.uk/community/walks/
/longer-walk-ideas/palladian-way
/blog/3177538_listed-buildings-a-plain-english-guide-for-normal-humans

